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Background on the session:
Open Government, Open Data and Civic Engagement as mechanisms for increased
transparency and accountability, were identified as crucial elements for enhancing development
effectiveness.
In the past three years, there has been growing interest in the concept of open government, with
the launch in 2011 of the Open Government Partnership (OGP), an international initiative that
seeks to make governments more transparent, open, accountable and responsive to their

citizens. The OGP and the Global Partnership share common interests in supporting CSO
engagement, strengthening institutions and promoting open access to information. The session
explored how these concepts can be applied to development cooperation in order to improve
effectiveness in poverty eradication and enhance efforts that are responsive to the true needs of
beneficiaries. In this discussion, the role of open data, citizen empowerment and effective
institutions was explored with transparency as a common thread, not only on strategy and
resource allocation, but also on impact both in donor countries and recipients.

	
  

Key outcomes from the session are as follows:
1) Publishing quality data in open format is essential to development cooperation effectiveness
and accountability:
The session highlighted that data is a key component of decision-making processes in
development cooperation, and therefore having timely, forward-looking and comprehensive data
is crucial to making the right decisions. Access to quality data that allows stakeholders to monitor
how development cooperation is allocated can lead to more effective coordination of efforts and
can ensure accountability for donors and beneficiaries. To truly tap into the potential value of
data, it is essential that it is published in open data format, and made available to citizens in an
accessible manner. The widespread availability and use of quality data can lead to improved
development efforts, and can empower governments, donors, and citizens to collaborate towards
maximizing development impact.
2) Transparency is a fundamental basis for enhancing development cooperation:
The discussion conveyed the importance of transparency as a crucial ingredient for dialogue on
the effectiveness of development cooperation. The session focused on the need to foster a
culture of transparency and ensuring political will, capacity building and incentives to encourage
and institutionalize transparency. Furthermore, the session called for a more direct linkage
between transparency and development outcomes with a strong focus on publishing data on
results and impact.. The importance of meeting the needs of stakeholders at country level and
building their capacity to use data were identified, as transparency is not only about publishing
information but also making sure that it is useful, used, and supports global and national
accountability.	
   Transparency of information together with political will, technical capability and
civic engagement, can lead to positive development outcomes.
3) The OGP serves as a valuable space for collaboration between citizens and governments:
Transparency and civic engagement are at the heart of the transition from aid assistance towards
development cooperation. The former implies that donors and governments measure, understand
and respond to the needs of aid recipients. Development for cooperation should begin from the
standpoint that citizens can be active agents of their own development. In this sense,
empowering citizens and providing them with access to information is crucial. This is at the heart
of the theory of change of OGP; there is no cooperation without co-creation. OGP creates a
space in which public reformers can sit at the same table in a constructive environment to cocreate new ways of resolving public problems. Reformers inside and outside of the government
structures need to work together effectively to bring about positive transformations in the lives of
citizens around the world.
Overall, the session acknowledged the need to make development cooperation transparent and
accessible to citizens, both from donor countries in terms of distribution, and from beneficiaries on
feedback regarding the allocation and impact of development efforts. Transparency, open
government and open data are powerful instruments to promote accountability and are essential
to building trust and effective collaboration among governments, citizens and international
organizations.

